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FLORI DA DEPARTMENT COF REVENUE
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CERTIFIED
PUBLI C RULE HEARI NG ORIGINAL

PROPERTY TAX OVERSI GHT RULE WORKSHOP

DATE TAKEN: June 23, 2026
TI ME: 2:42 PM - 2:58 PM
LOCATI ON: Fl ori da Departnent of Revenue

2450 Shunmard Oak Boul evard
Building 1
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ATTENDANCE:
JANI CE FORRESTER, REVENUE PROGRAM ADM NI STRATOR
JENNA HARPER, COMPLI ANCE ASSI STANCE PROCESS
MANAGER
STEVEN KELLER, DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ATTORNEY
ANTHONY JACKSQON, JR., SENI OR TAX SPECI ALI ST

ALSO PRESENT:
HOLLY ELI ZABETH COSBY, ESQUI RE
RAFAEL ENRI QUE M LLARES, ESQUI RE
MS. BARBARA TURNER, LEAD VAB CLERK, LAKE COUNTY
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PROCEEDI NGS
(Thereupon, the follow ng proceedi ngs were held at
2:42 PM)

M5. FORRESTER. (Good afternoon. M nane is
Janice Forrester. [|I'ma Florida Revenue Program
adm nistrator with Property Tax Oversight. 1'll be
t he noderator for today's workshop. M role as
noderator is to preside in a neutral fashion.

Staff fromthe Departnent are here today to receive
comments on the proposed anendnents.

At this tinme, | would Iike staff to introduce
t hensel ves.

M5. HARPER: Jenna Harper, Conpliance
Assi st ance Process Manager.

MR. KELLER: Steven Keller, |I'mone of the
attorneys with the Departnent.

M5. FORRESTER: Thank you. Today is June
23rd, 2026. This is a public rule workshop
schedul ed under subsection 2 of section 120. 54,

Fl ori da Stat utes.

The Departnent published a notice of a rule
nmeeting on the June 5th, 2026 edition of the
Fl orida Adm nistrative Register, Volune 52, Nunber
109.

For those at the conputer, the draft forns
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rules are on the Departnent's proposed rul es
webpage at flori darevenue.confirules. Select the
property tax proposed rul es drop-down bar at the
bottom of the page, then select the |link titled
2025 Legislative Changes within rules 12D 9. 009,
12D-9. 013 and 12D 9. 015.

"Il now ask Anthony Jackson to explain the
process we will use for taking comments on the
agenda itens.

MR. JACKSON. Good afternoon, |adies and
gent | enen.

Att endees using the Zoom broadcast have two
options to make a comment. A conputer with
m cr ophone and speakers allows you to speak at the
nmeeting. Raise your hand by clicking on Reactions
at the bottom of the screen and then the Rai se Hand
tab. Departnent staff will acknow edge and unnute
you to ask your question.

Usi ng the tel ephone and neeting I D, Zoom
allows you to speak at the neeting. Al your calls
are mnut ed.

If you want to ask a question or nmake a
comrent, email your request to
dorpto@]| ori darevenue. com and wait your turn to

speak.
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Departnent staff w |l acknow edge and unnute
you so you can ask your question. Please state
your nane and whom you represent, and the court
reporter will enter it into the record along with
your question or conment.

If you experience difficulty, use the chat
option |located at the bottom of the screen to send
nme a nessage. Select New Chat and then PTO
Training. Type your nessage and then click Enter
to send.

Thank you.

M5. FORRESTER W w |l take coments on each
agenda item from anyone present or from conference
call attendees.

For anyone using the conputer, again, raise
your hand electronically. Please tell us your nane
and whom you represent.

We ask that you provide only comments or
suggest ed changes that are directly relevant to the
drafts. Please hold all other general coments
until after we've discussed the agenda itens.

Il will turn it back over to M. Keller, who
will present and explain the draft rule anendnents
from Chapter 12D 9

MR. KELLER: Good afternoon.
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We have three rules here today, and the
general anendnent is to the filing fee rule, which
we' Il talk about in sone detail.

The first rule is 12D 9. 009, Role of Legal
Counsel to the Board. This Rule is being anended
to just delete the provision for a fax nunber to be
used in comunicating with the board, the
Depart nent of Revenue.

And we've had indications in the hearing
previously that faxes, fax machines, are an
out noded technol ogy. That is being elimnated from
this Rul e.

Does anyone have comments on this Rul e?

(No response.)

Next rule is 12D-9.013, Organi zational Meeting
of the Val ue Adjustnent Board.

This Rule is being anended to elimnate the
reference to the filing fee adoption at the
organi zational neeting. It brings in the
anmendnents regarding the el ectronic comuni cati on
equi pnent that we've been tal king about with the
ot her rule.

At this tinme, what we've done is taken the
provi sions of regarding the filing fees out of

these rules and placed them relocated them into a
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bulletin. And that is bulletin Nunber 26-01, which
contains the exact sanme features that are currently
in these rules.

The Departnent's viewis that it's not
necessary to have these provisions in the Rules
that the bulletin is the proper |ocation for the
provi sions regarding filing fee.

So that feature here with the organi zati onal
neeting is deleting the indication of the board
adopting the filing fee.

Does anyone have comments on this Rule?

MR. JACKSON: You can go ahead, Ms. Cosby, and
foll owed by that, you can go ahead, M. MI | ares.

M5. COSBY: Thank you.

My sole comment is under 12D 9.013 (1)(k), the
word “provided.” | would, because we have a
separate verbatimfor this workshop, |I wll just
recount what | stated earlier today. Using the
word “provi ded” does give sone sort of vagary there
that that soneone could interpret this that the
board nust secure a renote |ocation and equi pnent
at a renote |ocation for a renote party.

So, | would reconmend either replacing
“provided” with “utilized” or just taking

“provi ded” out and say, “ascertain that the board
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has el ectronic or other conmuni cation equi pnent.”

MR. KELLER: Yes, thank you. W tal ked about
that with regard to the hearing, and we w |
consi der that.

Thank you.

M5. COSBY: Yes, sir. W're in a separate
wor kshop, so | want to make sure that I'm
consi stent throughout.

Thank you.

MR. KELLER: Yes, thank you.

MR MLLARES: H, this is Rafael M| ares.

| agree with Ms. Cosby on her previous
comment, so | wanted to state that.

And | also just had a question regarding the
filing fee sentence. And |, forgive ne if this is
if I hadn't noticed this. So, at the
organi zati onal neeting, when we use the DOR
checklists, is the board not going to be required
to set the filing fee at the organi zati onal neeting
any longer? |Is that being renoved?

MR. KELLER: That is being renoved.

MR. M LLARES: GCkay. Thank you very nuch.

MR. KELLER:  Thank you.

Next rule is 12D-9.015, Petition Form and

Filing Fee. This Rule has been anended or is being
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anended to sinply renove all the provisions with
respect to the filing fees. And as we've

i ndi cated, those provisions will be relocated into
the bull etin.

Does anyone have comments on This rul e?

MR. JACKSON: You can go ahead, Ms. Turner,
and foll owed by that, you can go ahead, M. Cosby.

M5. TURNER: Ckay. One thing back to Rafael's
coment. This is Barbara with Lake County.

The Statute still nmentions the fact that there
is aresolution by the board when it cones to the
filing fee. So, wll we not still have to have
t hat resol ution?

MR. KELLER: Yes, that Statute provides for
the filing fee to be acconplished by a resol ution
boar d.

M5. TURNER:  Ckay.

MR. KELLER  Yes.

M5. TURNER. Ckay. And then so, M. Keller,
amthe clerk that sent you that long |ist of fees
and really appreciated y'all researching that.

Is there going to be anything that will fix
the problemthat by raising our fee up to $50 neans
that tinely filed applications for exenptions pay

$50, and late filed applications for exenptions pay
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$15? It just sounds kind of backwards.

That, and al so, the Statute when it talks
about the $15 says that for a petitioner who
qualifies for an exenption and files |late only pays
$15. How is the VAB going to know if this person
qualified or not if they just got a denial letter
because they filed | ate?

MR. KELLER: Well, | don't knowif | can
answer that type of a question here in the context
of this workshop. The question with respect to the
15 filing fees, those fees are provided
specifically by Statute with respect to the late
filed applications and they're left over. | nean,
the in the Statute after the anendnent, the gl obal
amendnent, that allows the board by resolution to
have a filing fee of $50, up to $50.

And so, there's a consistency issue there. W
wi || acknowl edge that, but that is what the Statute
provides at this tinme. A late filed application
gets to get filed with a $15 fee and it's not up to
$15, it's just $15. And so even if the board has a
$50 fee for everything else that we're stuck with
that until that is changed by | egislation.

| would comment that the bulletin we

referenced 26-01 is going to be reissued to add
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sone filing fee provisions from 2026 | egi sl ation
that call for the depl oyed service nenber exenption
provi sions where they' re extending the application
deadl i ne to August 1st and providing that there
wll be no filing fee for those application
denials. W did also have a question on the filing
fee for tinely filed agricultural classifications,
and a clerk, | believe it was Sem nol e County,

poi nted out or said that she thought there was a
provision for that to not have a filing fee. And
we are not aware of that. So, the agricultura
classifications fall within the board's ability to
levy a -- a $50 filing fee.

MR. JACKSON: You can go ahead, Ms. Cosbhy.
And after Ms. Cosby, Ms. Turner, you can go.

M5. COSBY: kay. The discussion or the
previ ous di scussi on about the organizati onal
neeting no |l onger being the tine to require that a
resolution is signed for a filing fee. My | ask
for sonme history on why that's renoved? Wen el se
woul d a board adopt a resolution for a filing fee
ot her than the organi zational neeting?

MR. KELLER  Well, | nean, | --

M5. COSBY: Wy did that change?

MR. KELLER: Thank you.
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To answer the question, |'mnot sure how
history would relate to this. But certainly if
that is an obvious conclusion that it nmust be done
at an organi zational neeting, it's not necessary to
have a rule that states that, it would appear.

M5. COSBY: Gkay. Ckay. | understand.

Thank you.

MR. KELLER: Thank you.

MR. JACKSON: Ms. Turner, you can go ahead.

M5. TURNER. Al right. M only question was,
has there been any thought to putting anything into
the Statute comng up into the next season to fix
the $15 and $50 di screpancy for late filed
applications? Because again, it's just, | nmean,
sonebody who does sonething in a tinely manner is
paying -- can pay up to $35 nore than sonebody who
just does it late. So, if the legislature, you
know, if they're going to do sonething and fix
that, that woul d be sonething | ess confusing for
peopl e.

MR. KELLER: |'mnot aware of any |egislative
activity in that area. M understanding is that
| egislative staff is aware of these issues and
that's about all we know right now.

M5. TURNER. Ckay. Thank you.
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MR. KELLER: Thank you.

kay. Seeing no further comrents, "Il turn
it back over to the noderator at this tine.

M5. FORRESTER:  Thank you.

Are there any additional comments from public?
(No response.)

M5. FORRESTER  Heari ng none.

On behalf of the Departnent, | want to thank
everyone for participating and sharing your
coments with us. Your participation is very
hel pful during the Rule promul gati on process.

You may provide witten comments to us.

Pl ease bear in mnd they do becone part of the
public record.

We ask that any witten coments be provi ded
to us by close of business on Wednesday, July 1,
2026. You nmay send those comments by enmmil to
doto@| ori darevenue. com or nail your coments to
Property Tax Oversight, Florida Departnent of
Revenue, PO Box 3000, Tall ahassee, Florida 32315-
3000.

W will review and evaluate all comments
received. After review, we will determ ne the next
step in the Rule pronul gati on process and update

this informati on on our website accordingly.
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PM )

Thi s concl udes the workshop.

Thank you.

(Ther eupon, the proceedi ngs were concl uded at 2:58
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

THE STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF M AM - DADE:

|, MARTHA SUTHERLAND- VI DAL, a Court Reporter in and
for the State of Florida at Large, do hereby certify
that | was authorized to and did report the proceedi ngs
in the above-styled cause before the Rul e Wrkshop, at
the tinme and place set forth; that the foregoing pages,
nunbered from 1 through 15 inclusive, constitute a true

and conpl ete record of ny notes.

| further certify that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml| a relative or enployee of any of the parties'
attorney or counsel with the action, nor am!|

financially in the action.

DATED on this 23rd day of June 2026.

A

Mart ha Sut herl and- Vi dal, FPR, CER
Notary Public-State of Florida
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