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Secondary Metals Recycler - Changes to Recordkeeping, 
Enforcement and Registration Requirements 

 
Chapter 538, Florida Statutes (F.S.), requires the Department of Revenue to register secondhand 
dealers and secondary metals recyclers.  Local law enforcement is responsible for enforcement of 
recordkeeping, penalties, registration requirements, and violations.  
 
Effective October 1, 2008, Chapter 2008-69, Laws of Florida (House Bill 105), enacted several 
changes to Part II of Chapter 538, F.S., relating to secondary metals recyclers.   
 

• Registration reports for local law enforcement. Beginning October 1, 2008, section 538.25(6), 
F.S., allows the Department of Revenue to provide local law enforcement officials with the 
name and address of any secondary metals recycler registered to do business within the 
officials’ jurisdiction.  Local law enforcement officials may request a registration report by 
calling the Department of Revenue at: 850-488-4772. [Note:  According to current law, local 
law enforcement officials may request a list of secondhand dealers registered to do business 
within their jurisdiction.] 

 
• Penalty for not properly registering.  Chapter 538.23(5), F.S., provides that a person commits a 

felony of the third-degree for conducting business as a secondary metals recycler without first 
registering with the Department of Revenue as a secondary metals recycler.  [Note:  Current 
law provides that any secondary metals recycler who violates the provisions of Chapter 538, 
F.S., commits a misdemeanor of the first-degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, F.S., 
and a fine of up to $10,000.] 

 
• Florida Secondary Metals Recycler Purchase Transaction Form. Beginning October 1, 2008, 

secondary metals recyclers must complete a new form approved by the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (FDLE) for purchase transactions.  One copy of the form is enclosed.  If 
you have concerns regarding suspicious transactions or questions regarding how Chapter 538, 
F.S., and this form apply to you, please contact your local law enforcement agency.  This form 
(GT-200407) is available in PDF at http://dor.myflorida.com/dor/forms/. 

 
• Chapter 2008-170, Laws of Florida. Beginning October 1, 2008, secondary metals recyclers 

and salvage motor vehicle dealers are required to comply with additional “derelict motor 
vehicle” recordkeeping requirements.  See the Florida Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) web site for an overview of this new law at 
http://www.flhsmv.gov/HSMVnewlaws.html or you may call 850-617-3001.  DHSMV will 
send you additional information about Chapter 2008-170, Laws of Florida, requirements soon.   

 
 
References:  Chapter 538 Part II, F.S., and Chapters 2008-69 and 2008-170, Laws of Florida. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 
This document is intended to alert you to the requirements contained in Florida laws and administrative rules.  It does 
not by its own effect create rights or require compliance. 
 
For Form DR-1S Application for Secondhand Dealer or Secondary Metals Recycler Registration and other information, 
visit our Internet site at www.myflorida.com/dor or call Taxpayer Services, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., ET, Monday through 
Friday, excluding holidays, at 800-352-3671. 
 
Persons with hearing or speech impairments may call our TDD at 800-367-8331 or 850-922-1115. 
 
For a detailed written response to your questions, write the Florida Department of Revenue, Taxpayer Services, 1379 
Blountstown Highway, Tallahassee, FL  32304-2716. 

http://www.myflorida.com/dor
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